The Peak Academy Curriculum 
Intent 
 
Our goal for every young person is to develop the attributes and experiences needed to ensure they are well equipped and ready for adulthood. 
The uniqueness of every child is recognised and valued. As such, we have designed our curriculum with pupils’ holistic needs at the centre of what, why and how we approach their learning and development. We have focused on three main areas of development, these are:

· Academic Rigour
· Social and Emotional Learning (SEL) and Personal Development
· Therapeutic and Intervention support

Academic Rigour Implementation Overview:

Key Stage 3:
Pupils are taught in groups with work tailored to the abilities of individuals. Classes are predominantly made up of a specific year group with the addition of some pupils from other consecutive years (e.g Year 8/ 9).  Pupils are baselined on entry using GL assessments in English and maths.  FFT50 is also looked at where available.  Other subjects use their own assessments to baseline (and GL assessments or FFT50 as a guide).  Within KS3 there is a Year 7/ 8 class that has a specific focus on supporting pupils around their social and emotional learning and their readiness to access an increasing level of ‘academic curriculum’.  These pupils have a curriculum more specifically based around Social and Emotional Learning (SEL), alongside core subjects.
Pupils are assessed twice a year on their reading age.

Key Stage 4:
Pupils are taught in year groups with the exception of one group that supports pupils with a lower cognitive ability.  In addition to the core offer, KS4 pupils will receive additional careers advice (linked to the Gatsby Benchmarks) and have the choice a picking 2 option subjects.  Pupils are assessed twice a year on their reading age.  We are aspirational with all pupils in giving them access to a range of qualifications and all levels from Entry Level to Level 2.

	PKA Priorities
	· Assessment to shape ongoing curriculum that best suits the pupils; undertaking a 2-year SSAT project on Embedding Formative Assessment
· Developing further the SEL curriculum at KS3
· Improving reading ages for all pupils 
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Pathways – these give a guide to the direction of outcome for individual pupils.  These are to always remain fluid.

	Pathway
	1
	2
	3
	4

	Who is this aimed at?
	Students able to access level 2/ 3 courses or higher education – GCSEs/ Vocational
	Students able to access Further Education/ Vocational Curriculum, plus some GCSEs
	Bespoke Curriculum Package/ Needs based provision
	Alternative Provision On-site
(bespoke to a small number of pupils)

	Prior Attainment/ Baseline Data
	Pupils who have prior attainment data from SATs – with a level 3+ or score of 90+
Reading ages within 1 year of chronological age
	Pupils who have prior attainment data from SATs – with a level 2 or score of 80- 90
Reading ages within 2 years of chronological age


	Pupils who have either no prior attainment data such as SATs – i.e. those who were unable to access national tests
Reading ages below 2 years of chronological age

	Depends on the cognitive ability of the pupils and their starting point/ age – usually varied

The level of SEMH need in relation to accessing learning
Reading ages below 2 years of chronological age


	Peak Academy Options
	Core: Maths, English, Science, PSHE, PE
2 Choices: Mechanics, Food Tech, Design Tech, Art, Sport
	Core: English and Maths, PSHE
1 or 2 Choices: Mechanics, Food Tech, Design Tech, Art, Sport, ASDAN, work placements
	Core: English, Maths, PSHE
 1 Vocational course and ASDAN, work placements (where appropriate)
Prep for post-16

	External Providers Options
	Work placements
	Bespoke to individual needs
	N/A

	Qualifications
	Entry Level in Y9/ Y10
Functional Skills in Y10/ Y11
GCSE in Y11
Level 1 and 2 vocational in Y11
	ASDAN awards
Entry Level in Year 10/ 11
Functional Skills in Year 11
Level 1 Vocational in Y11
	Entry Level Functional Skills in Year 10/11
Level 1 Vocational in Year 11
ASDAN awards


	Good Progress
	Hit or be above targets (based on FFT 50/ GL assessments)
100% completion on vocational courses, minimum at Certificate for Level 1 and Pass for Level 2
	Hit targets (based on FFT 50/ GL assessments)
100% completion on vocational courses, minimum at Award for Level 1 
	Entry Level 3 in Maths and English
100% completion on vocational courses at Award for Level 1
	Improved attendance, behaviour, engagement in education. On track for post 16 provision

	
	Progress for all pupils is also linked to their individual targets set out and reviewed on their EHCP
Year 11 pupils to obtain and sustain relevant post-16 placement
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Social and Emotional Learning (SEL) Implementation Overview:

These are broken down into 5 focus areas and three stages of development.  Four of these areas are tracked each term through the use of a SEL tracker.  These are Empathy, Self-Awareness, Social Skills and Motivation.  The other, Managing Feelings (which is not tracked) is seen as a broader focus that can come into the other focus areas.

5 Focus points:
	
	Stage 1
	Stage 2
	Stage 3

	Empathy
	· I will identify how body language, tone of voice and how use of words is linked to emotions. 
· I understand we don’t all like or believe (value) the same things. 
	· I will identify appropriate ways to respond to people who show different emotions. 
· I will accept we don’t all like or believe (value) the same things. 
	· I will recognise and take responsibility for my feelings by considering the needs and feelings of others. 

	Self-Awareness
	· I will accept praise from another person. 
· I understand my actions will affect others. 
	· I will start to take responsibility for my actions. 
· I will build positive relationships with other people. 
	· I will control my actions so they don’t have a negative effect on other people. 

	Social Skills
	· I will have a discussion with another person (adult and peer).
· I will use kind words (hands and feet).
· I will ask for help from an adult.
	· I will work/ play with my peers in a positive way.
· I understand other people have different opinions to me.
· I will take feedback and use it to improve what I am doing.
	· I will accept when I am in the wrong and say sorry.
· I will be assertive and know when it’s right to say no.

	Motivation
	· I will achieve tasks set in a lesson.
· I will ask what to do to improve my learning.
	· I will make my own choices that have a good effect on me.
· I will ignore negative behaviours/ distractions of other pupils.
	· My actions help others to be positive and learn.

	
	
	
	

	Managing Feelings
	· I can identify how I am feeling (pictures, written, being asked).
· I can say myself how I am feeling.
· I know my safe space and use it when I need to.
	· I can say why I am feeling the way I am.
· I can start to learn different ways to help manage my emotions.

	· I can explain what affects my emotions before they ‘take control’.
· I understand and manage triggers to my emotions.
· I can reflect and learn quickly from any emotional response I have had.





· Whole child development (IntegratED report 2023) goes beyond academic knowledge alone and incorporates broader interpersonal social skills and values.  ​
· It places EQUAL value on social, emotional, physical, intellectual, spiritual and creative aspects of a child’s wellbeing. ​
· Social and Emotional learning (SEL) refers to skills and attributes like curiosity, persistence and empathy. ​
· For whole child development to work it must be integrated into the curriculum, not just a bolt on. ​










Personal Development:
Aim:
Preparing pupils for their adult lives, teaching them to understand how to engage with society and providing them with plentiful opportunities to do so.  This will be done through the PSHE curriculum, extended Monday tutor time and twice weekly enrichment periods.

Objectives:
· Develop pupil’s individual skills, attitudes and understanding 
· Develop self-awareness, self-esteem, and emotional intelligence
· Develop skills related to communication, teamwork, and critical thinking
 
Personal development will also look at subject areas around British Values, Citizenship, SMSC, Diversity, Careers, Cultural Capital and the society we live in today.

Therapeutic and Intervention support Implementation Overview:

	UNIVERSAL OFFER OF SUPPORT

	Pupil Council
	Library
	Scooters
	Sensory Room
	Outdoor Trim Trail
	Peer Mentoring
	Sports Hall/ Fitness Suite
	Community work

	Pastoral Room
	Careers Hub
	Forest School
	MUGA
	Reward/ Educational Trips
	Mechanics
	Staff Mentoring 
	Swimming

	SPECIALIST OFFER OF SUPPORT

	
	School Nurse
	PCSO 
	Literacy/ Numeracy Intervention
	School Counsellor
	Home Visits
	Work Placements
	Year 7/ 8 ‘nurture’ group

	TARGETED OFFER OF SUPPORT

	Cooking intervention
	Educational Psychologist
	CAMHs
	Bridge (Trades)
	Bike Project
	Outdoor Ed
	External mentoring
	Music Works

	THERAPEUTIC OFFER

	
	Occupational Therapy
	Speech and Language Therapy
	Art Therapy
	Equine Therapy
	Farm/ animal Therapy 
	Thrive
	ELSA



How does it work?
All three areas of the Intent have equal importance and must work together and compliment each other to ensure full development of the child.  However, the level and extent of each area will vary for each child dependent on needs, past, current and possible future circumstances and/ or influential factors.
Example:  Child A needs some SEL and Intervention support, but is ready for a more academic approach.				Example:  Child B can be highly disregulated and is not ready for a full acadmic focused 																				programme, more is needed to support their SEL development.







Impact Overview:
· They will gain valuable life skills and experiences that will reflect the five outcomes from the SEL curriculum; this will lead to being better prepared for adulthood.
· Pupils will attend a suitable post-16 course that is maintained and one in which they can achieve the next level of success.  
· Have a well-constructed, well-taught curriculum that leads to great outcomes for individual pupils, results will reflect what pupils have learned.
· Ensure pupils can read to an age-appropriate level and fluency that will allow them to function within the wider curriculum post-16.
· Pupils are achieving the targets set out on their EHCP
Child A

Academic Rigour	SEL and Personal Development	Intervention and Therapeutic Support	2	1	1	

Child B

Academic Rigour	SEL and Personal Development	Intervention and Therapeutic Support	1	5	1	

Sales	EMPATHY

SELF AWARENESS

SOCIAL SKILLS

MOTIVATION

MANAGING FEELINGS


1st Qtr	2nd Qtr	3rd Qtr	4th Qtr	1	1	1	1	1	
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